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DETAILED ACTION 

1 ) This is a Non final rejection after the effective filing date 11/11 2/2003. 

2) Claims 1 -48 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3-1 ) Claims 1 -48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by McArdle 
et al (US 5859974, issued Jan 1999). 

Regarding claims 1, 18, 25 and 42, McArdle teaches A method of assigning hidden 
object presentation properties to objects within a presentation graphics application, the 
method comprising: providing at least one hidden object presentation property for a 
selected object, said at least one hidden object presentation property having a plurality 
of values, said selected object being associated with a presentation page, and wherein 
each of said plurality of hidden object presentation property values indicates display 
attributes for which the selected object is presented during a computer-driven 
presentation; and in response to a user selection, associating at least one of said 
plurality of presentation property values with said selected object. For example, 
McArdle discloses a method for linking public and private pages in a conferencing 
system with a presenter and participants with private and public meeting information, 
where the local meeting manager presents private meeting information being different 
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than the pubic meeting information. The private meeting information is not accessible to 
the to the public participants. The private information includes private page of 
annotation and is linked to the pubic page (see Abstract section). This system provides 
a separate display screen area for public and private information, which allows for 
allowing sharing annotations or objects to public participants or holding them as private 
information (col 2, lines 35-45). The examiner equates McArdle's private information as 
the claimed hidden objects because the private information (including objects) are held 
hidden from the public participants. The user can select tools and draw or type 
annotations or objects within the application public or private spaces, where the public 
space objects appear to all participants an the private space objects appear only to the 
private participants (col 5, lines 15-57). 

Regarding claims 2, 19, 26 and 43, McArdle teaches wherein the plurality of hidden 
object presentation property values are hierarchical. For example, McArdle discloses 
objects or annotations that appear within the private workspace or within the public 
workspace (col 6, lines 56-53). The examiner interprets this as hierarchical because 
appearing within the space is equivalent to hierarchical because inside of a space 
means that the space is the outside boundary and the object is inside the outer 
boundary. 

Regarding claims 3, 20, 27 and 44, McArdle teaches wherein the plurality of hidden 
object presentation property values includes a set of mutually exclusive presentation 
property values. McArdle teaches a private and public workspace, which are mutually 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,374 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2176 

exclusive presentation spaces because they do not overlap and are independent of one 
another (col 6, lines 56-53; see Fig 5). 

Regarding claims 4, 22, 28 and 46, McArdle teaches a property designating the 
selected object as visible only to a presenter. McArdle discloses the user can select 
tools and draw or type annotations or objects within the application public or private 
spaces, where the public space objects appear to all participants an the private space 
objects appear only to the private participants (col 5, lines 15-57). 
Regarding claims 5, 23, 29 and 47, McArdle teaches at least one hidden object 
presentation property includes a property designating the selected object as visible to 
an audience meeting a criteria. McArdle discloses the user can select tools and draw 
or type annotations or objects within the application public or private spaces, where the 
public space objects appear to all meeting participants an the private space objects 
appear only to the private participants (col 5, lines 15-57). 

Regarding claims 6, 24, 30 and 48, McArdle teaches wherein said criteria is an indicator 
selected from the group consisting of security clearance and privacy level. McArdle 
discloses the user can select tools and draw or type annotations or objects within the 
application public or private spaces, where the public space objects appear to all 
participants an the private space objects appear only to the private participants (col 5, 
lines 15-57). 

Regarding claims 7 and 31, McArdle teaches wherein said selected object is a window, 
said window being associated with but not contained within said presentation page. 
McArdle discloses the user can select tools and draw or type annotations or objects 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,374 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2176 

within the application public or private spaces, where the public space objects appear to 
all participants an the private space objects appear only to the private participants (col 
5, lines 15-57; see Fig 5 where the private and public spaces are linked, but not 
overlapping each other). 

Regarding claims 8 and 32, McArdle teaches wherein said selected object is a screen 
region, said screen region being associated with but not contained within said 
presentation page. McArdle discloses the user can select tools and draw or type 
annotations or objects within the application public or private spaces, where the public 
space objects appear to all participants an the private space objects appear only to the 
private participants (col 5, lines 15-57; see Fig 5 where the private and public spaces 
are linked, but not overlapping each other). 

Regarding claims 9 and 33, McArdle teaches wherein said selected object is contained 
within said presentation page. McArdle discloses the user can select tools and draw or 
type annotations or objects within the application public or private spaces, where the 
public space objects appear to all participants an the private space objects appear only 
to the private participants (col 5, lines 15-57; see Fig 5 where the private and public 
spaces are linked, but not overlapping each other). The annotations or objects are 
made within the private and/or public spaces. 

Regarding claims 10 and 34, McArdle teaches wherein said associating includes 
associating at least two of said plurality of hidden object presentation property values 
with said selected object. McArdle discloses the user can select tools and draw or type 
annotations or objects within the application public or private spaces, where the public 
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space objects appear to all participants an the private space objects appear only to the 
private participants (col 5, lines 15-57; see Fig 5 where the private and public spaces 
are linked, but not overlapping each other). The annotations or objects are made within 
the private and/or public spaces. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 35, McArdle teaches wherein at least one of said at least two 
hidden object presentation property values is only associated with a portion of said 
selected object. McArdle discloses the user can select tools and draw or type 
annotations or objects within the application public or private spaces, where the public 
space objects appear to all participants an the private space objects appear only to the 
private participants (col 5, lines 15-57; see Fig 5 where the private and public spaces 
are linked, but not overlapping each other). The annotations or objects are made within 
the private and/or public spaces. 

Regarding claims 12 and 36, McArdle teaches grouping a set of objects into a 
compound object. McArdle discloses attaching annotations to corresponding objects in 
the public or private workspaces (col 6, lines 40-50; Fig 5, item 830). 
Regarding claims 13 and 37, McArdle teaches associating are performed on the 
compound object. McArdle discloses attaching annotations to corresponding objects in 
the public or private workspaces (col 6, lines 40-50; Fig 5, item 830). 
Regarding claims 14 and 38, McArdle teaches retaining hidden object presentation 
properties associated with individual objects within the set of objects. McArdle 
discloses attaching annotations to corresponding objects in the public or private 
workspaces (col 6, lines 40-50; Fig 5, item 830), which are saved with the objects, 
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accordingly. 

Regarding claims 15 and 39, McArdle teaches hidden object presentation properties 
associated with the compound object take precedence over retained hidden object 
presentation properties associated with individual objects within the set of objects 
grouped into the compound object. McArdle discloses attaching annotations to 
corresponding objects in the public or private workspaces (col 6, lines 40-50; Fig 5, item 
830), which are saved with the objects, accordingly. The objects/annotations are 
presented publicly if they are in the public space and given higher priority because they 
are available to all, whereas the private items are not available to all (col 6, lines 55-65). 
Regarding claims 16 and 40, McArdle teaches ungrouping said compound object; and 
restoring retained hidden object presentation properties for all objects ungrouped from 
the compound object. McArdle discloses attaching annotations to corresponding objects 
in the public or private workspaces (col 6, lines 40-50; Fig 5, item 830), which are saved 
with the objects, accordingly. The objects/annotations are presented publicly if they are 
in the public space and given higher priority because they are available to all, whereas 
the private items are not available to all (col 6, lines 55-65) and the user can move any 
object from private to public space and from public to private space. If the user moves 
an object from public to private, that object is ungrouped from public space and 
regrouped into the private space. 

Regarding claims 17 and 41, McArdle teaches providing includes presenting a dialog 
box, the dialog box including all valid hidden object presentation properties for the 
selected object. McArdle discloses a private box (Fig 4, item 41 3), where items are 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,374 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2176 

created in the private space that are not transmitted to others using tools of tool palette 
(item 422) to create the private objects (col 5, lines 45-44). 

Regarding claims 21 and 45, McArdle teaches associating two or more of said plurality 
of display attributes with said display. McArdle discloses the user can select tools and 
draw or type annotations or objects within the application public or private spaces, 
where the public space objects appear to all participants an the private space objects 
appear only to the private participants (col 5, lines 1 5-57; see Fig 5 where the private 
and public spaces are linked, but not overlapping each other). The annotations or 
objects are made within the private and/or public spaces. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gautam Sain whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4096. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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